
 

How to develop higher order reading comprehension skills. 

A guide for parents. 

Why do we read? 

 We read for enjoyment. We read for meaning. 

 As adults, we read fiction e.g. novels, short stories, and non fiction, e.g.  recipes, 

manuals, travel guides, newspapers.  

 If we read a text where we can decode the words but do not understand what we 

are reading, it becomes meaningless and does not engage us: 

e.g. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nor rain, wind, thunder, fire, are my daughters:  

I tax not you, you elements, with unkindness;         15 

I never gave you kingdom, call’d you children,  

You owe me no subscription: then, let fall  

Your horrible pleasure; here I stand, your slave,  

A poor, infirm, weak, and despis’d old man.  

But yet I call you servile ministers,         20 

That have with two pernicious daughters join’d  

Your high-engender’d battles ’gainst a head  

So old and white as this. O! O! ’tis foul. [King Lear-Shakespeare]  



 

The neuropathological hallmarks of Alzheimer’s disease include extracellular plaques containing amyloid beta (Aβ) and 

intracellular neurofibrillary tangles containing hyperphosphorylated tau protein,1 along with synaptic and neuronal losses.2 The Aβ 

hypothesis of the mechanism of Alzheimer’s disease proposes that early pathogenesis of the disease results from the 

overproduction of or reduced clearance of Aβ, leading to the formation of oligomers, fibrils, and neuritic Aβ plaques.3,4 Treatments 

that slow the production of Aβ or that increase the clearance of Aβ may slow the progression of Alzheimer’s 

disease. Solanezumab, a humanized immunoglobulin G1 monoclonal antibody that binds to the mid-domain of the Aβ peptide, 

was designed to increase clearance from the brain of soluble Aβ, peptides that may lead to toxic effects in the synapses at a stage 

before the deposition of the fibrillary form of the protein. [taken from a medical journal] 

Children learn the mechanics of reading [how to decode and recognise words] at 

different rates. An assumption cannot be made that those children who pick up the 

technical aspects of reading quickly, will develop comprehension skills at the same 

rate. Some children who take longer to learn to read, can sometimes demonstrate 

more mature comprehension skills than more fluent readers who may not be taking 

in or understanding what they read to the required depth. Fluent readers who use 

expression and intonation can sometimes mask a lack of reading comprehension 

skills. At school we aim for children to develop both reading fluency and 

comprehension in tandem. We request that parents support us in this aim. This can 

be achieved by reading to your child and your child reading to you. We hope you will 

find this guide useful.  

https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1705971
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1705971
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa1705971


By the time most children reach Year 2, they have developed good word recogition 

skills and a level of fluency that allows them to access many different types of fiction 

and non fiction texts. 

The main focus now shifts to comprehension skills: 

Children need to be able to demonstrate the ability to: 

 Understand and engage with the text. 

 Predict what will happen next.  

 Retell the story. 

 Recognise key themes within a text. 

 Express opinions. 

 Deduce. 

 Infer. 

 Empathise with characters, making inferences about their thoughts, feelings and 

reasons for their actions.   

 Understand new vocabulary from within the context. 

 Comment on the choice of language used by the author, e.g. to create mood.  



 Appreciate different viewpoints within a text.  

 Relate books read to own experiences.  

 Make connections with existing knowledge and other books read. 

 Evaluate the usefulness of a text for its purpose [non fiction]. 

 Recognise common features of non fiction texts and how to use them.  

 Know how to navigate a text [non fiction] 

 Understand the purpose or main message of the text and what the author is 

trying to convey to the reader.  

 

5 out of the 6 strands for assessing reading on Learning Ladders, relate to 

comprehension skills.  

 

Your child will move to the next “colour band” within the reading scheme when they 

can demonstrate the depth of comprehension skills required for their current reading 

level, even if they are reading the words fluently.  

  



 

Fiction - Expected Standard [Year 2]: 

 



 



 



 



 

Non fiction - expected standard [Year 2] 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



Non Fiction - Greater depth standard [Year 2] 

 



 









 



 



 



 

On which page would you find out about what people wear? 

How do you know which words in the text can be found in the glossary? 

 



Fiction - Greater depth standard [Year 2] 

 



 

 



Stop at the end of the first page. Ask your child questions to establish their 

understanding: 

e.g: 

 Why did Anton’s crops die? [deduction] 

 Why did the food supplies get smaller when Winter came? [inference] 

 How can you tell that Rubina was getting thinner? [understanding of language –

her plump apple cheeks withered. Children need to explain what this means] 

 Why did Rubina add water to the soup? 

 Which words tell you that Anton could not find any animals to hunt? [no rabbits 

crouched in the frozen scrub. The only tracks Anton saw were his own-children 

need to interpret this information and paraphrase].  

Questions without sufficient depth or challenge to develop higher order 

comprehension skills: 

 Who is the main character? 

 What is his job? 

 Where did he live? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you know Anton was feeling very cold? [his feet were numb, his breath rasped]. What does 

rasped mean do you think? 



 

 

Could Anton really taste the swan? [no he was imagining the taste] 

What do you think succulent might mean? [work out from the context] 



 

What words in the story tell you that the voice Anton heard was very quiet? 

Anton wanted to kill the swan to provide food for his family. What stopped 

him? 



 

 

Why did the innkeeper want to send Anton on his way? 

 

 



 

Questions on the whole story: 

Choose a character from the story who was kind. Explain how they showed kindness in the story? 

Can you retell the story in order? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is the message of the Swan’s Gift? 

Prompt your child if necessary: 

e.g. Greed is the way to success. 

Bravery leads to disaster 

Beauty leads to sadness 

Kindness brings its own prize.  
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