
RE Key Vocabulary and Terminology EYFS to Upper Key Stage 2 

 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 
 

God, Jesus, Christian,  
pray, prayer, cross,  
candle, Bible, baptise,  
wedding, religion, Christmas,  

Harvest, Easter,  
Names of key figures and places from the Bible-e.g. Adam, Eve, Noah. Joseph, Mary, Bethlehem, Nazareth, 
special, vicar, believe.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Key Vocabulary: Christianity 
Key Stage 1  

 

Key Vocabulary: Judaism 
Key Stage 1  

 

General terminology 
Key Stage 1  

 

Christian, Christianity, God, Jesus 
Church, Worship, Vicar 
Baptism, Christening 

Bible, Old Testament, New Testament, Genesis 
Cross, Crucifix 

Holy Communion, Chalice and Paten 
Altar, Dove, Candle, Ichthus,  

Disciples, Judas, Peter 
Christmas, Advent, Nativity 
Creation, Harvest, Easter 

Parable, miracle 
Holy Week, The Last Supper,  

Crucifixion, betrayal, sacrifice,  

Pontius Pilate, Resurrection, Tomb  
 Pulpit, lectern, organ, font, pews 

Names of figures and key places from the 
Bible-e.g. Adam, Eve, Moses, Abraham, Noah. 
Joseph, Mary, Angel Gabriel, the Wise Men, the 

shepherds, Peter, Judas, Mary Magdalene, 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jerusalem, Garden of 

Gethsemane, Garden of Eden 
Significant dates in the Christian calendar e.g. 
Good Friday, Maundy Thursday, Palm Sunday, 

Easter Sunday, Shrove Tuesday.  
Trinity-the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Judaism, Jew, Hebrew, 
Synagogue, Torah Scrolls, Yad 

Ark, Kippah, Tallit, Prayer shawl 
Star of David 

Bar Mitzvah, Bat Mitzvah 
Rabbi 

Shabbat, the Sabbath 
Havdalah 

Shabbat candles 
Kiddush cup 

Passover/Pesach 
Kosher 

The Plagues Slavery,  

Egypt, Exodus  
Moses, Israelites  

Red Sea, Seder plate, 
Matzot, matzah, Unleavened bread 

Charoset-apple and nut salad, Karpas-
parsley, Maror-bitter herbs 

[horseradish],Beitzah-roasted egg, 
Zeroa-lambshank bone 
Salt water, Challah,  

Menorah 
Sukkot, Sukkah  
Rosh Hashanah 

The Ten Commandments 

Belonging 
Religion 
Leader 

Teachings 
Symbols, Meaning 

Worship 
Faith 

Sacred, Secular 
Spiritual 
Reflect 
Belief 
Wonder 
Praise, 

Thanks, 
sadness 
Pilgrimage  

 



 

Key Vocabulary: Christianity 
Lower Key Stage 2  

 

Key Vocabulary: Hinduism 
Lower Key Stage 2  

 

Key Vocabulary: Judaism 
Lower Key Stage 2  

 

General terminology 
Lower Key Stage 2  

 
Chalice, Paten 
Communion, Eucharist, Mass 

Lord’s Supper, Baptism,  
Last Supper, Holy Week 

Passover meal, Passover 
Betrayal, Judas 

Gethsemane, trial 

Crucifixion, resurrection 
Exodus, Israelites 

Plagues, Angel of Death 
Disciples 

Sermon on the Mount 
Parables, miracles 

The Light of the World 
Lent, Shrove Tuesday 

Ash Wednesday, Palm cross 
Penitence, Repentance 
Wilderness, Fasting,  

Temptation, Devil/Satan 
Mary, Advent, Christmas 

Gospels, New Testament 
Denominations  

Pharisees, Witnesses 

Jerusalem, Bethlehem 

Rome-St Paul. The popes 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Rosary beads 

 

Hinduism, Hindu 
Mandir 

 
The 4 purposes: 

Dharma, Artha, Kama, 
Moksha 

 

The 5 duties or debts: 
Pancha, maha, yagnas 

 
Key concepts: 

Karma, Samsara 
 

Diwali, diva lamps 
Rama and Sita 

Hindu Puja, Incense 
River Ganges 
 

Murtis, Deities 
 

Supreme Deity/God-Brahman 
Tridevi: 

Vishnu, Braham and Shiva.  

Trimurti: 

Saraswati, Lakshmi and 
Shakti.                                         

Other deities: Vaya, Surya, 
Indra, Ganesha, Agni, 

Hanuman 

Judaism, Jew, Hebrew, 
Synagogue,  

Passover/Pesach 
Kosher 

The Plagues  
Passover Meal 

Slavery,  

Egypt, Exodus 
Moses,  

Israelites  
Red Sea,  

Menorah 
 

The Passover Meal:  
Matzot, matzah, 

Unleavened bread  
Charoset-apple and nut salad 
Karpas-parsley 

Maror-bitter herbs 
Beitzah-roasted egg 

Zeroa-lambshank bone 
Salt water 

 

The Ten Commandments 

Chanukah/Hannukah  
Passover 

Angel of Death 
Jerusalem 

 

Symbolic Meaning 
Authority  

Teachings 
Obedience, Obey 

Trust, Truth 
Exaggeration, Face value 

Deeper truths,  

Respect, Reverence 
Pilgrimage / holy journey 

Holy sites 
Atonement and 

purification from sins.  
Religious rites and 

rituals 
Self reflection, 

Contemplation 
Uplifting, memorable   
Sacrifice 

Prayer 
Silent meditation 

Comtemplation 
Adoration, Chanting 

Intercession, praise 

Thanksgiving 

Confession 
Spiritual growth 

Guide, revelation 
 

 



 

Key Vocabulary: Christianity 
Upper Key Stage 2  

 

Key Vocabulary: Islam 
Upper Key Stage 2  

 

Key Vocabulary: Other 
religions 

Upper Key Stage 2  
 

General terminology 
Upper Key Stage 2  

 

The Holy Spirit 
The Holy Ghost 
The Spirit of God    
The Trinity 
Pentecost 
Christ. Disciples 
Inspiration, Sacred text  
Prophecy, Prophet  
Revelation, Incarnation  
Dreams, Visions  
Resurrection   Reincarnation  
Heaven Bodily  
Soul, Sacrifice, Sin, 
Redemption, Atonement 
Salvation, Grace 
Crucifixion, Repentance, 
Fasting,Saints, Persecution 
Martyr/martyrdom  
Faith, Persecution, 
Persecuted, Beatified 
Pilgrimage, Denominations 
Holiness  
Revered Renounce  
Relics /Reliquaries 

Emmanuel/Immanuel 

Arabic, Muslim, Islam  
Tawhid, Shahadah 
Zakat 
Almsgiving 
Tithe, tithing 
Nisab 
Charity    
The pillars of Islam 
The Red Crescent 
Ramadan 
Qur’an, Qur’anic verses 
Mosque, Allah, Ummah 
Imam, Muhammed, Mecca 
Mihrab, Minbar, Ka’ba 
Islamic teaching 
Ritual washing - wudu  
Eid al Fitr, Eid al Adhu 
Madrassas  
Iftar, Hadith  
Hafiz  
5 pillars of Islam  
5 daily prayers  
Kufi cap, Niqab, Hijab.        

Chador, burka 

Orthodox  

Sect 

Prayer shawl 

Tallit 

Kippah 

Yom Kippur 

Aum 

Waheguru  

Hindu avatars  

 

Creator  
Creation stories  
Scientific theories  
Multifaith  
Stewardship  
Beliefs  
Universe  
Divine  
Big Bang Evolution  
Faith  
Anointed  
Redeem  
Symbolism  
Sacred 
purity 
modesty 
Devout 

 



 


