
Geography Key Vocabulary and Terminology EYFS-Year 6 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 

 

Locational and Place knowledge Language 

 

Human and physical language Geographical skills and fieldwork language. 

Maids Moreton 
Buckingham 
Milton Keynes 
Town 
Village 
Features, e.g. fields, park, shops, 
river, church, school, roads, 
pavements, pub, leisure centre. 
Traffic 
Busy 
Quiet 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 
Summer  
Autumn 
Winter 
Rain 
Sunshine 
Snow 
Hail 
Sleet 
Wind 
Hot 
Cold 
Temperature 
Thermometer 
 
 

Map 
Aerial view 
Birds Eye View 
Near  
Far  
Next to 
Opposite 
Close to 
Before 
After 

 

 

 

 



Key Vocabulary: Key Stage 1 Year A  

 

A contrasting non-European 
locality: China 

Magical Mapping Beside the Seaside  Weather and seasonal changes  

China 
Chinese 
Beijing 
Capital City 
The Great Wall 
Dim Sum 
Dragons 
Asia 
Climate 
Weather 
farming 
 

Birds Eye View/Aerial 
View/Plan view,  
Compass,  
North, South, East, West 
Key,  
Grid Reference,  
Location,  
Position,  
Direction,  
Atlas,  
Globe,  
Map 
Left, Right,  
Route,  
Symbol  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coast 
Inland 
Sea 
Land 
Cliff 
Rocks 
Port 
Harbour 
Beach  
Shore 
Human 
Physical 
Atlas 
Globe 
 
 

Spring 
Summer  
Autumn 
Winter 
Rain 
Sunshine 
Snow 
Hail 
Sleet 
Wind 
Hot 
Cold 
Climate 
Growth 
Thermometer 
Temperature 
Weather map symbols 
Rain gauge 
 

 

 



Key Vocabulary: Key Stage 1 Year B 

School and local area The UK  Wonderful World  

Maids Moreton 
Buckingham 
Map 
Key 
Left 
Right 

Route 
Symbol 
Aerial view 
Birds Eye View/Aerial View/Plan 
view  
Human/Physical  
Compass, North, South, East, West 
Key, Grid Reference, Location, 
Position, Direction  
 

The United Kingdom 
England 
Northern Ireland 
Scotland 
Republic of Ireland 
Wales 

London 
Belfast 
Edinburgh 
Cardiff 
Human 
Physical 
North 
South 
East 
West 
Country 
Capital city 
Atlas 
Globe 
 
 

Atlas, Globe 
Continent, Country 
City 
Ocean 
Africa, Europe, Asia 

 North America. 

 South America. 

 Australia (or Oceania) 

 Antarctica. 

 North Pole. South Pole 

 Equator  

 Atlantic Ocean, Arctic Ocean, 

 Indian Ocean, Pacific Ocean,  

 Southern Ocean  

 Northern Hemisphere 

 Southern Hemisphere 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Vocabulary: Lower Key Stage 2 Year A 

The UK Land Use Extreme Earth 

UK 
Great Britain 
Millennium 
Capital city 
England, London 
Scotland, Edinburgh 

Wales, Cardiff 
Northern Ireland, Belfast 
Rivers: Thames, Tay, Severn, Bann 
Pennines, Grampians, Cambrian 
Mountains, Sperrin Mountains. 
Landmark 
Ben Nevis 
Snowdon 
Giant’s Causeway 
Stonehenge 
Atlantic Ocean 
North Sea 
England Channel 
Local Governments 
County 
Prime meridian 
Immigration 
Services-Education, transport, 
policing, public safety, social care 
 
 

Agriculture 
Counties 
Rural 
Urban 
Symbol 
Housing, factories, education, 

recreation, business, farming, 
healthcare, transport, retail.  
Sketch map 
To scale 
Key 
Topographical map 
Mountains 
Rivers 
Lakes 
Valleys 
Farming 
Forestry 
Coastal 
Freshwater 
Protected Land 
Cartographer 
James Cook 
 
 
 

 Cumulonimbus cloud 

 Fossils 

 Tectonic plates 

 Layers of Earth-crust, mantle, outer 
core, inner core.  

 Layers of soil-humus, topsoil, 

subsoil, bedrock.  

 Volcanoes  

 Magma 

 Erupt 

 Extinct 

 Tsunami  

 Earthquake 

 Tectonic Plates 

 Devastation 

 Tornadoes 

  



 

Key Vocabulary: Lower Key Stage 2 Year B 

What is it like in Sheffield? All around the World Water 

Botanical Gardens 
Heritage 
Industrial 
Housing 
Business 

Leisure 
Retail 
City 
South Yorkshire 
Peak District National Park 
River Don 
River Sheaf 
Steel 
Cutlery 
Tramline 
Meadowhall Shopping Centre 
Sheffield Cathedral 
Green space 
Sheffield United 
Bramall Lane 
Sheffield Wednesday  
Hillsborough Stadium 
Universities 
 

Coordinates 
Hemisphere 
Observatory 
Polar 
Precipitation 

Latitude 
Longitude 
Prime Meridian 
International Date Line 
Greenwich Mean Time 
Time Zone 
Globe 
North Pole 
South Pole 
Arctic Circle 
Antarctic Circle 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Equator  
Northerly 
Southerly 
Tropical Rainforest 
Tropical Coniferous Rainforest 
Tropical Dry Forest 
Tropic Grasslands [Savannahs] 
Dry season, Rainfall, Temperature 

 The Water cycle 

 Evaporation, Condensation 

 Melting, Freezing 

 Moist air 

 Condense 

 Water vapour 

 Water droplets 

 Dam, flood barriers 

 Fertiliser 

 Particles 

 Pesticides 

 Pollution 

 Reservoirs 

 Chlorine 

 Bacteria 

 Chemicals 

 Fluvial 

 Pluvial 

 Coastal 

 Plumbing 

 Environmentally-friendly 

 Contaminated 



Key Vocabulary: Upper Key Stage 2 Year A 

Marvellous Maps Exploring Eastern Europe Magnificent Mountains 

atlas  
compass 
digital map  
satnav  
easting 
northing 

grid references  
National Grid  
Ordnance Survey  
maps  
symbols  
north (N)  
north east (NE)  
east (E)  
south east (SE)  
south (S)  
south west (SW)  
west (W)  
north West (NW) 
six figure and four figure grid 
references 

agriculture 
arable  
climate  
continent  
country  
culture,  

language,  
government. 
landscapes  
naturally occuring  
population  
precipitation  
Mount Elbrus  
Volga river  
Red Square 
Russia 
Ukraine 
Turkey 
Moscow 
Hagia Sophia  
Istanbul,  
Kiev  
Pechersk Lavra, 
  

 altitude  

 sea level.  

 crust  

 gorges  

 hypothermia  

 lava  

 volcano  

 magma  

 tectonic plate 

 Fold mountains  

 Fault-block mountains  

 Volcanic mountains  

 Dome mountains  

 Plateau mountains 

 Avalanches/landslides  

 Altitude sickness  

 valley  

 summit  

 tree line  

 outcrop  

 foot face  

 ridge,  

 slope, plateaus  



 

Key Vocabulary: Upper Key Stage 2 Year B 

Amazing Americas Raging Rivers Trade and Economics 

biomes  
climate  
continent 
equator  
latitude  

northern and southern hemispheres.  
flora/fauna  
longitude  
Köppen System  
climate classification system.  
Temperate 
Mediterranean  
Continental 
Polar  
Tropical  
Dry - arid, desert 
Grand Canyon 
Arizona  
Niagara Falls, 
Ontario/New York Angel Falls 
Venezuela Yosemite Valley 
California Kilauea 
Hawaii Great Blue Hole  
Belize Amazon Rainforest 
Brazil 

channel  
dam  
barrier  
deposition/ deposit 
erosion.  

discharge  
mouth 
source  
tidal bore  
tributaries  
Valley meander 
Oxbow lakes  

 trade  

 goods and services  

 imports  

 exports  

 products 

 global 

 fair trade  

 developing countries 

 globalisation  

 global supply chain  

 consumer 

 multinational  

 economy 

 



 


