
History Key Vocabulary and Terminology EYFS to Upper Key Stage 2 

Key Vocabulary: EYFS 

Historical terminology 
 

Now, then, long ago, in the past,  
when grandma was a girl,  
when grandad was a boy,  
before I was born,  
same, different, changes,  
objects. 

 

Key Vocabulary: Key Stage 1 Year A 

Changes within living memory: Homes in the 
Past. [Autumn Term] 
 

Changes within living memory: Toys in the Past. 
[Spring Term] 

Changes within living memory: Seaside Holidays 
in the Past. [Summer Term] 

Detached 
Semi detached 
Terraced 
Chimney 
Sash window 
Slate 
Brick 
Scullery 
Parlour 
Cooking range,  
Mangle, copper 
Copper kettle, carbolic soap  
Butter pats, copper  
Washboard, yoke 

Cup and ball 
Spinning Top 
Wood 
Metal 
Plastic 
Puppet 
Doll 
Teddy bear 
Racing Car 
Rocking Horse 
Jacks 
Marbles 
1950s 
1900s, 1950s, 1970s 

Bathing hut 
Bathing costume 
Steam train 
Organ grinder 
Monkey 
Sunday best 
Punch and Judy 
Metal bucket and spade 
Promenade. 
Donkey rides 
Modesty 
1900s, 1950s, 1960s 
 



Flat iron, candlestick 
Chamber pot, oil lamp 

Electricity, Dolly 
carpet beater, bath tub 
1900s, 1950s, 1960s 

 
 

 

Historical terminology across all 
topic areas: Year A  
 

Past, present, order, sequence, Victorian times, source, similarities, differences, 
artefacts.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Vocabulary Key Stage 1 Year B 

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. –Remembrance Day. 
[Autumn Term] 

Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally. –The Great Fire of London. 
[Spring Term] 
 

The lives of significant individuals in the past. 
[e.g. Mary Seacole and Florence Nightingale]. 
Significant historical events, people and places 
in their own locality.[ Florence Nightingale 
connection with Claydon House] [Autumn 
Term] 
 

Walter Tull 
First World War 

Trenches 
Armistice 
Front Line 
Soldier 
Sandbags 
Conditions 
Poppy 
Remembrance 
Cenotaph 
War memorial 
No Man’s Land 
Wreath 
Veteran  

 
 

Great Fire of London 
Pudding Lane 

Samuel Pepys 
Thomas Farriner 
King Charles II 
St Paul’s Cathedral 
Fire fighters 
River Thames 
Tower of London 
Horse and cart 
Eye witness 
Bakery 
Leather Bucket 
Thatched roofs 
Fire Hooks 
Gunpowder 
 
 

Edith Cavell 
Florence Nightingale 

Lady with the Lamp 
Mary Seacole 
Scutari 
Turkey 
Jamaica 
Nursing 
Conditions 
Hygiene 
Battlefields 
Filthy 
Notes on Nursing 
St Thomas’ Hospital 
Claydon House 
 

 

 

Historical terminology across all 
topic areas. Year B 

Timeline, sequence, chronological order, chronology, source, eye witness, artefacts.  

 



Key Vocabulary Lower Key Stage 2 Year A 

The Romans 
 

Anglo Saxons and Scots Riotous Royalty 

Caledonia 
Celts 
Emperor 
Iceni 
Legion 
Picts 
Roman Empire 
Boudicca 
Julius Caesar 
Gallia/France 
Tributes 
Claudius 
Invasion 
Tribe 
Hadrian’s Wall 
Gods and goddesses 

Invasion 
Threat 
Angles 
Christianity 
Missionary 
Pagan 
Picts 
Romans 
Saxons 
Scots 
Denmark 
Monks 
Monastery 
Wessex 
Sussex 
Mercia 
Isle of Iona 
Columba 
King Oswald 
Aiden 
Hengest 
Horsa 
Lindisfarne 
Warriors 
Tribes 
AD 

Monarch  
Sovereign 
Reign/reigned  
Rule/ruler 
Government. Church of England. 
William the Conqueror 
King Edward 
King John 
Henry VIII 
Catherine of Aragon 
Anne Boleyn 
Jane Seymour 
Anne of Cleves 
Kathryn Howard 
Katherine Parr 
Beheaded 
Died 
Divorced 
Queen Anne 
Queen Victoria 
Queen Elizabeth II 
Assassination.  
Commonwealth  
Invade  
Magna Carta  
Revolt 
Rebels 



Key Vocabulary Lower Key Stage 2 Year B 

Vikings and Anglo-Saxons 
 

Crime and Punishment Railways 

Danegald 
Exile 
Invade 
Kingdom 
Longship 
Outlawed 
Pagans 
Pillaged 
Raid 
Wergild 
Scandinavia 
Norway 
Denmark 
Sweden 
King Alfred the Great 
Sagas 
Wattle and Daub 
Settled 
Edward the Confessor 
Harold II 
Harald of Norway 
The Battle of Stamford Bridge 
William the Conqueror 
Battle of Hastings 
Deterrent 
Stoning, whipping 
Reparations 

Crime, Punishment 
Laws 
Justice 
Bobbies/peelers 
Sir Robert Peel 
Deterrent 
Execution 
Highwayman 
Humiliation 
Judge 
Jury 
Trial 
Guilty/not guilty 
Ordeal 
Treason 
Victim 
Stoning 
Whipping 
Hanging 
Scold’s bridle 
Dunking stool 
Branding 
The rack 
The crank 
Treadwheel 
Shot drill 
Iron bar 

Steam trains 
Diesel trains 
Electric trains 
High-speed trains 
Locomotive 
Railway line 
Nationalised 
Passenger 
Privatised 
Railroad 
Rainhill Trials 
Thomas Savery 
George Stephenson- Rocket 
Sir Nigel Gresley-The Flying 
Scotsman and Mallard 
RA Riddles-Evening Star 
Terminus 
British Rail 
Great Western Railway 
London, Midlands and Scottish 
Railway 
London and North Eastern Railway 
Southern Railway 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Vocabulary Upper Key Stage 2 Year A 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
 

Ancient Greece Leisure and Entertainment  

Skara Brae  
Stonehenge in Wiltshire 
‘Bell Beaker’ culture  
Bronze 
Celtic’ 

Iron. 
Hillforts  
Alloy 
Bone marrow  
Earthwork 
Celt  
tribes. sacrifice  
central firepit  
Settlements 
Druids 
Roundhouses  
wattle 
Daub.  
Timber frame  
Upright loom  
Hearth 

Zeus 
Hera 
Athenian  
Athens. 
civilisation  

democracy  
elected government 
empire 
honour  
Persian People 
Persia.  
philosopher  
Spartans  
Sparta. 
Chariot racing 
Homer 
Odyssey 
Iliad 
Hippocrates 
Parthenon 
Olympia 
Mount Olympus 
Marathon 
Trojan War 
Troy 

broadcast  
century  
decade  
The Swinging Sixties  
revolution  

Black Forest gateau  
Cheese and pineapple sticks  
Fondue  
Prawn cocktail  
Trifle  
Rock, jazz, pop and folk music  
Patsy Cline, Jimi Hendrix, The 
Supremes, The Beatles Doc Marten 
boots  
Mini skirts  
Mop top hair  
Bright prints  
The World Wide Web  
Broadcast Apollo II Moon landing.  
The Wedding of Prince Charles and 
Lady Diana. 
Pelé  
Diego Maradona  
George Best  
Bobby Charlton  
Johan Cruyff 



Key Vocabulary Upper Key Stage 2 Year B 

Ancient Egypt Benin World War 2  

BC AD 
Irrigation  
Silt   
Hieroglyphics  
Cartouche  
Pharoah 
Scribes 

Rosetta Stone 
River Nile 
Gods and Goddesses 
Ra  
Amun  
Horus  
Thoth  
Ma’at  
Isis  
Osiris  
Hathor  
Anubis  
Mummification.  
Sekhmet  
canopic jars.  
natron salt  

amulets  
sarcophagus  
Tutankhamun  
Tomb  Howard Carter  
Valley of the Kings  

Ogiso 
Oba 
Edo 
Yoruba 
Ohen 
Animists 
Osanobua  

Igodomigodo 
Eweka  
Benin Massacre 
Benin Punitive Expedition  
Brass 
Exiled 
Colonised 
Reincarnation  
Human sacrifices  
Evil spirits 
Religious ceremonies 

Allies 
Axis 
Nazi Party 
Atomic Bomb 
Annex 
Active service 
Propaganda 

Declaration of War 
Holocaust 
Jews 
Persecution 
Discrimination 
Concentration camps 
Auschwitz 
Genocide 
Munitions 
Evacuation 
Evacuees 
billeting officer 
Battle of Britain 
Blitz 
USSR 
Dambusters 

Rationing  
Coupons 
Surrender 
Adolf Hitler. Winston Churchill 
 



 


