
Key Stage 2 SATS 2026 

Maids Moreton CE School
INFORMATION FOR PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN YEAR 6 



What are the SATs? 
●SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of Key Stage 2 across the 
country.

●The SATs take place over four days -Monday 11th May -Thursday 14th May 2025.

Monday
■Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Paper 1 (Punctuation and Grammar)
■Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Paper 2 (Spelling) 

Tuesday
■Reading 

Wednesday
■Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) 
■Maths Paper 2 (Reasoning)

Thursday
■Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning)

The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which case they may be able to 
take them up to 5 school days afterwards.



Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There 
are no Year 6 SATs writing and science tests. 

Performance in these subjects will be reported as a teacher assessment judgement. Your child’s 
teacher will make this judgement based on your child’s overall work and performance in the 
subject. 

Teacher assessment judgements in English writing may be externally moderated by the school’s 
local authority. This is a collaborative process between the school and local authority moderator, to 
ensure that judgements are consistent with national standards.

If your child is working below the standards of the national curriculum in one or more subjects, 
they may be assessed under an alternative teacher assessment – either the:
• pre-key stage 2 standards2, if they are engaged in subject-specific study
• engagement model3, if they are not engaged in subject-specific study

We will inform you if this is the case. 



When and how the SATs are completed?

●The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 

●After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally and 
results are returned to all schools in July.

●Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 
Monday
-Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1 –45 minutes
-Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 2 –15 minutes

Tuesday
-Reading –60 minutes

Wednesday
-Maths Paper 1 –30 minutes- Maths Paper 2 –40 minutes

Thursday
-Maths Paper 3 –40 minutes



Specific arrangements for SATs

Children with significant additional needs (who have similar support as part of day-to-day 
learning in school) may be allotted specific arrangements, including:
• Additional (extra) time
• Tests being opened early to be modified
• An adult to transcribe or scribe (write) for them
• Using word processors independently
• An adult to read for them (including a translator)
• The use of prompts or rest breaks
• Modified large print or braille for pupils with visual impairments 

Arrangements for children who are ill or injured at the time of the tests. 
The key stage 2 tests will be taken on set dates unless your child is absent, in which case they 
may be able to take them up to 5 school days afterwards.



The results

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

●A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);
●A scaled score
●A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled 
score. Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions 
must be different. This means the difficulty of the tests may slightly vary. Scaled scores 
ensures an accurate comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the child is meeting the National Standard and 
a scaled score of 110 or more shows the child is working above a Greater Depth 
within the National Standard.



When will I receive my child’s results?

Schools can view KS2 test results online from Tuesday 7 July 2026.
Your child’s school will decide how they issue test results and teacher assessment judgements to pupils 
and parents, but you should receive them by the end of the Summer term, normally with their school 
report.  

Schools will review test papers and submit marking review applications if they believe the marking 
scheme has not been applied correctly. In the rare cases where revisions to results are necessary, they 
are made once the review process is complete at the end of the Summer holidays. 

The secondary school your child is moving to will also be able to access your child’s results. This helps 
them plan how best to support new pupils on entry.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling - Monday 11th May 

Paper 1 

This test focuses on:
• Grammatical terms/ word classes
• Functions of sentences
• Combining words, phrases and clauses
• Verb forms, tenses and consistency
• Punctuation
• Vocabulary
• Standard English and formality

•Paper 2 

This test focuses solely on spelling.



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Paper 1 examples 

e.g. Switch off the lights! Please turn off the lights. 

e.g. Although, While



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. Example questions: 



How can you support spelling, grammar and 
punctuation at home?

• Reading a variety of texts –the more children read, the more familiar they become 
with different text types and sentence structures  

• Spelling homework –spelling lists / rules every week
• Getting children to correct errors in punctuation, grammar and spelling in their day to 

day writing. 



Reading  Tuesday 12th May 

This test focuses on children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading material 
which meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to 
read and could include non-fiction, fiction and/or poetry. The questions test these 
‘content domains’: 

▪ Give/ explain the meaning of words in context 
▪ Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction 
▪ Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph 
▪ Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from 
the text 
▪ Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 
▪ Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to 
meaning as a whole 
▪ Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases
▪ Make comparisons within the text 



Reading example questions



Reading example questions



How can you support Reading at home?
●Ensure your child reads every night!

●Encourage them to read fiction and non-fiction.

●Ask them questions about the text. 

●Help them with the different skills of reading especially ‘skim’ reading where they are 
looking for keywords in the text. 

●Discussing language. What does the word mean? Look up words together with an 
app/dictionary.



Maths: Wednesday 13th May. Paper 1: Arithmetic
The test covers the four operations, percentages of amounts and  calculating with decimals and fractions. 







Maths Wednesday 13th May Paper 2 and Thursday 14th

May Paper 3: Reasoning 

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as 
well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. 

They cover a wide range of mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,
▪ Number and place value (including Roman numerals) 
▪ The four operations 
▪ Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction) 
▪ Statistics 
▪ Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money) 
▪ Algebra 
▪ Ratio and proportion 
▪ Fractions, decimals and percentages 



Maths reasoning example questions



Maths reasoning example questions









How can you support your child at home with maths?

• Support with homework. 
• Times tables –TTRockstars to help with automatic recall of multiplication facts.
• Help your child to read maths questions carefully and check their work for accuracy–this will 

help them to spot mistakes that can sometimes be easily fixed.
• Encourage your child to show their workings as this will score marks on some questions 

where the method is correct but the answer is not. 



Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

• Firstly, a positive attitude goes a long way. Approach the SATs with a positive attitude at home –children 
will pick up on attitudes held at home. Give them as much encouragement and support as you can and this 
will be replicated in school. Talk to your child about the tests being part of the school year and that the most 
important thing is to do their best. 

• Make sure children are getting a good night’s sleep before the tests and a good breakfast on the morning 
of the test.  It’s very important for them to be on time to school and lateness will affect the whole year 
group.
•Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to complete homework or study.
•Give your child time to go outside and reduce screen time.
•Ensure your child is eating and drinking well and getting a good amount of sleep.
•Avoid using past papers as they are used in school to prepare the children. 
•Encourage your child to talk to their teacher or a trusted adult (including yourself) about their anxieties. 
Don’t forget that a small amount of anxiety is normal.
•Plan something fun and relaxing for the weekends before and after SATs [but not something overly tiring]  -
this will help them to relax before the SATs and give them something to look forward to after. 
•Keep revision light. Going over key skills (times tables, real world mental maths as you are shopping or 
cooking) is a good way to keep revision light. 
•If you’re looking to support your child further with maths at home, there are lots of good websites with free 
Year 6 revision resources -thirdspacelearning.com/blog/category/for-parents/or register free for the Third 
Space Learning MathsHub (mathshub.thirdspacelearning.com), BBC Bitesize and many more!



During SATs week

●Please ensure your child is in school every day during SATs week and in the run up to SATs 
unless they are too ill to attend school. 

●Ensure they are in school on time and have had a good night’s sleep and good breakfast 
before each test. 

●Please ensure appointments, holidays etc are not booked during SATs week.

●If your child is poorly, please let us know as soon as possible to allow for potential timetable 
variations.



Things to remember about SATs

SATs focus on children’s maths and English abilities.
They do not reflect how talented they are at Science, Music, Geography, 
Art, PE…, and they certainly won’t highlight all of their amazing personal 
characteristics.


